LORD  BATHURST
great interest which His Majesty has taken in the recent accounts of his indisposition, and the anxiety which His Majesty feels to afford him every relief of which his situation admits. You will assure General Buonaparte that there is no alleviation which can be derived from additional medical assistance, nor any arrangement consistent with the safe custody of his person at St. Helena (and His Majesty cannot now hold out any expectations of his removal) which His Majesty is not most anxious to afford/' and so forth. The force of Bathurst could no further go. Fortunately, before this precious effusion was received at St. Helena, its prisoner was where the sympathy of George IV., strained through Bathurst, could not reach him. Scott thinks that it would have been a solace to him. Comment on such an opinion seems unnecessary.
The whole correspondence, so far as we know it, is sordid and pitiful enough. Making all allowances for the cost and exhaustion of the war, and for the natural anxiety that the great disturber of peace should not escape, it appears to us, at the end of the century in which it passed, a humiliating compound of meanness and panic. But the responsibility for this ignominious episode, this policy of petty cheeseparing and petty police, must rest not with the instruments, but with the principals; with the Liver-pools and Bathursts at home, not with the Cockburns and Lowes at St. Helena; although the ministers, as we have seen, tried to dissociate themselves from the sinister reputation of Lowe by extending a conspicuously cold shoulder to him on his return.of late been transmitted of his declining healtl have not been received with indifference. You will therefore, communicate to General Buonaparte th0 on the deck.    His ;;                       suite confess to Maitland that much of his bodily ;;                       activity and mental energy has disappeared.
